
Significance of Migration 

 

Question: Salam dear Sir, 

 

I have an enquiry to make regarding a presentation I have to give 

to my class. This is as I am teaching Islamic Studies to O-level 

students. 

 

The question is: 

 

What is the significance of migration to Madinah in Islamic history 

and for all the Muslims around the world? 

 

I am looking forward to your assistance regarding the question – 
in brief please. Thank you.  

Name of Counselor: Salem Al-Hasi  

 

 Answer   

 

Salam,Ambreen. 

Thank you for the question. 

 

The significance of Hijrah (the migration of Prophet Muhammad 

(peace be upon him) from Makkah to Madinah) is not limited to 

the Islamic history or to the Muslims. The Hijrah not only 

reshaped — socially and politically — the Arab Peninsula, but also 

had its impact on worldwide civilizations. 

 

Throughout the history of Islam, the migration was a transitional 

line between the two major eras, regarding to the message of 

Islam; the era of Makkah and the era of Madinah. In its essence, 
this signified a transition from one phase to another, as follows:  
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 Transition from the position of weakness, where the non-

believers of Makkah — particularly the people of Quraish 

— humiliated, tortured and killed Muslims, to the position 

of strength. This is where Muslims were allowed to 

defend themselves and were able to defeat their 

adversaries. 

 Transition form spreading Islam through individual dawah 

(inviting others to Islam) to the spreading of Islam 

through institutionalized dawah, initiated by the state. 

 Transition from a position where Muslims represented a 

small group of people, surrounded by enemies and 

threatened by death, to the position of a regional power 

with a strong central leadership. This was one that was 

surrounded by a large number of followers and allies. 

 Transition of dawah from regionalism, in which the focus 

was only on Quraish and the tribes surrounding Makkah, 

to the phase of universalism. This is where the Muslim 

State began reaching out to Persia, Egypt, and the 

Byzantine Empire. 

 Transition from being a simple Islamic group of believers, 

to being the Islamic Ummah (nation). This is which was 

an organized Islamic state, with a central leadership and 

other organizations. 

 Transition, which is most significantly for early Muslims, 

to the phase in which Islam was not only the act of 

worship, but a way of life. This was encompassing 

politics, economy, social interactions and every other 

aspect of life. This was the first time when Islam was 

looked upon as a comprehensive religion. 

This contrast between the two periods is clearly noticeable in the 

Quranic discourse. Muslim scholars describe the part of Quran that 

was revealed in Makkah as the Makkan Quran, and that which was 

revealed in Madinah as the Madani Qur'an. 

 

Although both parts are intermingled in the Quran and constitute 

one divine script, the discourse of both parts is clearly 

distinguishable. Whereas the part revealed in Makkah 



concentrated on tawhid (the Oneness of Allah/monotheism), the 

part revealed in Madinah covered rules regarding Islamic life in 

general. 

 

There is no doubt whatsoever that the migration of Prophet 

Muhammad to Madinah was the crucial event, which established 

the Islamic civilization. This was a civilization that thrived for 

many centuries. 

 

I hope this answers your question. Please keep in touch. 
  

Salam. 

Useful Links: 

  

The Beginning of the Beginning 

  

She of the Two Belts: A Mainstay of Hijrah 

  

More About Hijri New Year (External Link) 

  

Asma’ bint Abi Bakr: The One with Two Waistbelts (External Link) 

  

Hijrah: Reshaping Women's Role in Society? (External Link) 

  

Story of the Prophet’s Hijrah (External Link) 

  

Hijrah and the Islamic Principles (External Link) 

  

Hijrah Still Offers Valuable Lessons (External Link) 

  

The Spirit of Hijrah(External Link) 
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