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 “We May Not Need Valentine’s Day…But We Definitely Need Love” 
  


During his television program entitled First Monday which airs weekly on NBC in Saudi Arabia, Sheikh Salman al-Oadah was asked to comment on Valentine’s Day. He said: “We do not feel a need for this holiday, since it is foreign to the mores and values of our society, but we are definitely in need of love.” 

He stressed that though Valentine’s Day is something foreign to Saudi culture, “love is an indispensable part of our very humanity. It is an indispensable aspect of our faith and our mores – and Muslim societies need more than ever to be reminded of the importance of love and affection.” 

The Sheikh was speaking generally on the topic of “The Right to Marriage”. He explained that the marital relationship is a relationship based upon love, affection, and mercy. It is not one of discord and separation. He pointed out that the Prophet (peace be upon him) was the best, most elevated example of marital affection. 

He said: “A feeling heart is like good land from which springs flow. The heart should not be hard and brittle, so that it cannot be moved and never beats faster.” 

The Sheikh added: “The tongue is what ladles out the outpourings of the heart, and it is a means of expressing love… Express your love. Tell your children that you love them. Tell your wife that you love her. Say nice things to your brothers, your sisters, and other members of your family.” 

Under the topic of “The Right to Marriage” the Sheikh took the opportunity to address the problem in his society where fathers prevent their daughters from getting married or cause a separation between their daughters and their husbands and prevent their daughters from going back to their husbands. 

He said: “The Qur’ân comes with a clear and unambiguous statement prohibiting a father from preventing his daughter from marriage or from her returning to her husband, and shows it to be a crime for him to do so. It is a crime for the father and upon the daughter… This is because it forbids the woman from being with her husband. If forbids that husband from being with his wife. It forbids her from having children and forbids her from a proper marital life. Also, the father takes upon himself the onus of his daughter falling into disreputable behavior.” 

The Sheikh is of the opinion that some Muslim societies “take advantage of the weak position of the daughter, as well as her having been brought up to be shy and unassertive, and use this to deny her her rights and to prevent her from marriage.” 

The Sheikh then stressed that a father’s concern about his daughter marrying a suitable husband should not lead him to make it impossible for her to get married, due to his exaggerated expectations and standards. He reminded his audience that the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “If a man approaches you whose religion and good manners please you, then let him get married.” 

“Unfortunately”, the Sheikh added, “many fathers do not consider religion and good character as much as they consider wealth and prestige.”
