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RAISING MUSLIM CHILDREN IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS:
WHAT PARENTS NEED TO KNOW
by Sahar El-Shafie
Many Muslim families debate whether to send their children to public schools or Islamic schools. Whatever the parents choose for their children, parents must always remember that whatever environment they choose for their children, they must do their best to guide them.

Some parents feel that simply having their children attend Islamic schools relieves them of their duties as parents. Of course, this is not true.

Yet, there are far too many parents who subscribe to this way of thinking.

MUSLIMS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS: AN INSIDER'S VIEW

As a teacher in the public school system, I also see the problems of having a Muslim child attend a school where the values of the school don't necessarily match that of the child's Islamic upbringing. So what are we to do?

The answer, I feel, lies in our ability to parent as well as in helping build our children's own Islamic identity.

Parents often wonder what it takes to raise their children in this Western society, which doesn't have the sense of Halal and Haram that we Muslims do.

But what are we teaching our children at home that helps them to deal with such issues?

STARTING THE REAL TEACHING OF OUR KIDS AT HOME

Are we fostering in our children a sense of pride in our Deen? We are so busy trying to make ends meet in our day-to-day struggle to survive that our children's Islamic upbringing is being neglected.

As parents we want our children to be successful doctors, lawyers and engineers. How many of us want our children to be good Muslims as well as successful professionals today? I see too many Muslim children who try to hide their Islam in the public school setting.

In America, the great melting pot, it is easier to try to fit in than stand out in the crowd. But that is human nature, is it not? How many of us parents do the same at work?

BUILDING ISLAMIC IDENTITY IN YOUR KIDS: SOME TIPS

The answer then lies in our ability to keep our Islamic identity in a non-Muslim society, as well as help our children to develop a Muslim identity of their own.

From personal experience, I have found out that we need to be with good practicing Muslims if we are to develop a Muslim identity.

The same is true for our children.

Be active in your local Muslim community.

Be a part of the solution to your community's problems.

Organize and support youth groups that foster your children's strong sense of Islamic identity.

Get together with other Muslim families and organize group activities for the children like group outings, camps, picnics, etc.

Also, have a knowledgeable family member give them Quranic as well as Islamic lessons to help them further develop their knowledge of their Deen.

BE MORE THAN A PARENT TO YOUR CHILD

Most of all, be a friend to your child.

Listen to his or her problems and help him to solve them Islamically.

Make your child active in finding the solution to their problem. Don't try to shelter your child from the harshness of reality.

If you are not open-minded and helpful in resolving their problems, they will find someone else who is, and that person may not have the proper Islamic perspective.

As far as the specific problems your child encounters in the public school system, they are the problems of the Western society in which we live.

Drugs, violence, sexual promiscuity, lack of respect for the authority and an attitude that everyone should be respected regardless of his/her morality are but just a few.

The good news is that these are the problems to which only Islam offers the correct solution.

FINDING COMMON GROUND WITH NON-MUSLIMS

I was surprised to note that there are a lot of conservative Christians and Jews who are raising their children in the same way.

I have a Methodist coworker who is a very firm believer in Allah's control over all of our fate. When she asks me about my future as a teacher, I answer that I leave the future to Allah. I can only do my best to attain my goals, but ultimately it is Allah who knows what will be and what is best for us. So we should always pray to Him for guidance.

She agreed with me wholeheartedly and commented that unlike other Christians, she was a firm believer in Allah's control over fate. This was the first time I had encountered a non-Muslim with this sense of Tawakul.

I guess that the bottom line is that no matter what environment we choose for our children, we must remember that the role we play as parents to teach our children their religion and help them to develop pride in it is crucial.

Let's all work together as an Islamic community to help ourselves and to help our children be good Muslims.

Sister Sahar El-Shafie teaches Social Studies to sixth and seventh graders at Martin Middle, a public school in Raleigh, North Carolina. She has coordinated several youth programs and understands their problems very closely.

This article was originally published in the Fall 1998 issue of Noor magazine.
Education: Public School

Monitoring
Public School Education: What Are They Teaching My Kids? 

As concerned Muslim parents, we --- not the schools --- have the ultimate responsibility for our children's education, and we cannot afford to abdicate this responsibility. With this in mind, there are several things we can do to protect our children against false information.

Public Schools: The Great Melting Pot
Statistics say that people of various ethnic and religious groups melt into the American system in just a few generations and become just like other Americans. No doubt, the public school system contributes greatly to this socialization process. Unless we constantly communicate with our children and their teachers and unless we constantly keep an eye on their books and an ear open to what they are saying about school, the education that we are so concerned about giving them may cause more harm than good.

The loss of their Islamic identity is a terrible price to pay for their learning to read English, add two and two, and attend public school in America.


Western Propaganda Against Muslims
I still vividly remember a picture of British soldiers in the Sudan machine-gunning hundreds of Sudanese Muslims dressed in long white robes and turbans. The caption in my Western Civilization book went something like this: "British soldiers defend against fanatical Sudanese Muslims"

Alhamdulillah, I was in college at the time and old enough to see the fallacy in this statement. These armed-to-the-teeth British were not in Britain defending against Sudanese Muslims. They were in the Sudan on the offensive attacking the poorly armed Sudanese who were defending themselves and their land with whatever they had.

But could a small child understand this inconsistency? Or would a picture of fanatical Sudanese Muslims attacking the peace-loving British be permanently implanted in his mind? Would he, a Muslim, forever see Islam as barbaric and uncivilized?

Guidelines for Parents
in Educating their Children
Muslim children in a non-Muslim society are in danger on two fronts. On the first, they may be fed negative images of Islam, and on the second, they may be fed attractive pictures of non-Islamic activities. How can they distinguish between true and false? 

Read your children's textbooks
to see what they are being taught. 
If you discover any misinformation or anything that disturbs you, put your objections, along with the appropriate corrections, in writing. Arrange a meeting with your child's teacher and the Director of Curriculum to discuss the problem. Always be polite and present yourself as someone who wants to help, not as a critic. They may or may not agree to implement your corrections. If they agree, thank them for their consideration. If they reject your corrections, you should seek additional help from an Islamic organization that deals with these kinds of issues. One such organization, The Council on Islamic Education, can be contacted at 


Council on Islamic Education
PO Box 20186
9300 Gardenia St., #B-3
Fountain Valley, CA 92728-0186
Phone: 714-839-2929
Fax: 714-839-2714

• Teach your children the Islamic view of the "holidays," and the proper relationship between the sexes to counter what they might learn at school.

• Develop a close relationship with your children, and encourage them to confide in you if anything at school concerns them.

• Recognize that your children are not only learning from their teachers, but also from their friends. 

If your child begins acting in un-Islamic ways and talking about girlfriends or boyfriends, try to correct him or her as early as possible. Take your children to the masjid regularly, and encourage friendships with Muslim children.

By Ibrahim Bowers

4 TIPS FOR PARENTS:
ON DEALING WITH MISINFORMATION ABOUT ISLAM IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Muslim parents often have important concerns abut public school education and its potential effects upon the growth and development of their children.

Trying to instill an Islamic identity and strong moral ethic while at the same time encouraging excellence in education and values they engender, thus making it necessary for Muslim parents to take a proactive approach towards their children's education.

In other words, parents must get involved.

However, simply being involved is not enough. The approach one takes is far more important, because it will determine in the long run what you as a parent will be able to achieve and what concerns you'll be able to address in the education field.

As a rule, one should take a contributory approach, always interacting with others in a way that indicates you have something to offer which will be beneficial.

It would be counterproductive to take a complaining or angry approach.

After all, most problems and concerns arise out of ignorance rather than actual hostile intent, although that is possible in some cases.

While the treatment of Islam and Muslims should improve in future textbooks, currently there may be many books in circulation which are used throughout the Untied States that have inaccurate or inadequate information on Islam and the history of Muslims.

In order to address this problem, concerned Muslims must take the responsibility of providing correct information to their local schools and districts.

In California and many other states, the unit on Islam is covered in the seventh grade.

This may differ in some areas. As a parent, you have more rights in regard to your child's education than does the teacher or principal of your child's school.

Knowing this, there are various things which you as a concerned Muslim can and should do when misinformation about Islam is being conveyed to your child and to other children in the classroom.

TIP #1: READ YOUR CHILD'S TEXTBOOK AND EVALUATE THE MISINFORMATION

First of all, you should familiarize yourself with your child's textbooks, particularly the Social Studies-History textbook. If you feel qualified, you can review the unit on Islam yourself, or you can request a local scholar to review it for you.

In either case, the review should be done in writing. All examples of misinformation should be cited, and most importantly, a corrected version of each example should also be provided.

TIP #2: ARRANGE TO MEET THE TEACHER AND THE DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM

Once the review has been completed and typed in an organized, clear manner, you should request a meeting with your child's teacher, as well as the Director of the Curriculum for the entire school district.

The teacher will be able to incorporate the recommended changes in the corrected version in his/her own classroom, and the District Director of Curriculum will be able to incorporate the changes in classrooms district-wide.

TIP #3: APPROACH THE MEETING AS A CONTRIBUTOR TO SOLVE PROBLEMS

It is critical to remember that when meeting with the teacher and the director, a calm, friendly, yet concerned manner should be employed.

Blaming the teacher for the misinformation would be a grievous mistake.

Teachers are overburdened as it is just trying to teach their students, and they do not determine the contents of the texts.

The best approach is to take the position that you have some concerns about the treatment of Islam in the text, and that you would like to help alleviate some of the problems.

By taking the approach of a helper, you can change the entire dynamic of the meeting.

At that point, you can supply the teachers and director with the review and the corrections, as well as any additional material you feel would help the teacher teach more accurately about Islam.

For example, they can obtain An Introduction to Islamic History Teacher's Resource Book for Grades 7-12 (contact the Council on Islamic Education).

TIP #4: SOLIDIFY YOUR CONTACT WITH THE SCHOOL AND TEACHER

Additionally, you can request that one day, the classroom or entire school can have Muslim guest speakers come and make a presentation about Islam.

Also, refer the teacher to resources such as Islamic centers, the Council on Islamic Education, and other organizations.

Furthermore, consider donating a Quran and copies of An Introduction to Islamic History and Teaching About Islam: A Handbook for Educators to your child's school.

For further information, please contact the Council on Islamic Education at (714) 839-2929 or check out the CIE's website.
7 Tips for Muslim Students:
How to Deal with Misinformation in the Classroom
As a Muslim student, you should try to set the best example that you can.

Always be friendly, generous, helpful and open-minded, yet firm about your
beliefs.

When misinformation about Islam or misrepresentation of Muslims
occurs in the classroom, there are several things you can do. By working to
correct the coverage of Islam and Muslim history, you can help ensure
accuracy, balance, and sensitivity.


TIP #1: DO NOT BLAME THE TEACHER

First of all, remember that in most cases, blaming the teacher is a big
mistake. Teachers are overburdened as it is just trying to teach their
students, and they do not determine the contents of textbooks.

Take the approach of a helper or contributor, rather than "challenging" the teacher,
and you will be far more successful in making changes.

TIP #2: RAISE YOUR HAND

Here are a few suggestions for contributing to better coverage of Islam in
your classroom: Raise your hand

First of all, evaluate your world history, world cultures, geography, or
comparative religions textbooks' coverage of Islam carefully. If you find
an error or inaccuracy in the textbook, or if during discussion someone
makes an incorrect statement, do not hesitate to raise your hand and offer
the proper perspective or correct information.

TIP #3: RELATE YOUR PERSONAL EXPERIENCES

Whenever you discuss different topics and issues in class, always try to
Incorporate your own personal experiences into the conversation.

Using a personal approach allows others to see Muslims as human beings, rather than
just characters in the media and textbooks.

Share what it is like living as a Muslim in the United States, and include both triumphs and difficulties.

For example, you might talk about the importance of daily worship (Salah) or fasting during Ramadan (Sawm) and the difficulties which often arise when Muslims try to perform their religious duties in the course of the day.


TIP #4: DO AN ORAL OR WRITTEN REPORT ON ISLAM
When Islam is discussed in the classroom, ask your teacher if you can write
or orally present a report on a specialized topic related to Islam and
present it in class.

In the report, try to incorporate an Islamic perspective on issues pertinent to your age group, for example gender relations, peer pressure, education, etc.

Other important topics might be the importance of fasting in Ramadan, the importance of family in Islam, among others.

Offer a presentation on Ramadan, and bring special foods and sweets to class to celebrate and share the Eid holidays.

Make it a point to use Islamic sources for your report. Collect information from the Quran, books of Hadith, and other books dealing with your topic. Try to make researching the topic an exciting part of the report.

Interview your parents, friends, and other relatives about the chosen topic as well. If possible, contact the Imam or other knowledgeable person from your local Islamic center or Masjid and obtain their insights and information. Also obtain help from Muslim professors and educators.

TIP #5: INVITE A MUSLIM SPEAKER TO YOUR CLASS

Invite your parents, older brothers or sisters, or knowledgeable persons from the community to come to your class and conduct a presentation on Islam.

You might also try to establish a local speakers bureau comprised of community members, to provide speakers on a regular basis to classrooms in your area.

TIP #6: SHARE A VIDEO

Many videos on Islam and Muslim history have been produced by Muslim organizations, some of which may be suitable for middle and high school audiences. Select an appropriate video and request your teacher to show it in your class as part of the course.

Offer the teacher an opportunity to review the video beforehand. Make sure that the contents do not contain material which might give offense to people of other faiths or traditions.

Some good topics for videos include the Hajj, Islam in America, the
genocide in Bosnia-Hercegovina, and Islamic contributions to science, among
others. Contact the Council on Islamic Education for a list of videos recommended for public school use.

(Please check out Sound Vision storefront selection of videos on some of the above-mentioned topics and more.)

TIP #7: BE CREATIVE

Come up with additional ideas for sharing information about Islam.


For more information, contact the Council on Islamic Education at:

Office: 9300 Gardenia St. #B-3, Fountain Valley, CA 92708
Mail: P.O. Box 20186, Fountain Valley, CA 92728-0186
tel: 714-839-2929 fax: 714-839-2714 e-mail: info@cie.org
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Become Sound Vision's Affiliate & Earn $$$
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Sound Vision's School Partnership Program
[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.soundvision.com/_img/bullet_bluestripe.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image8.png]


Quran Learning tools 
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Islamic Syllabus for Children
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/muslimenglish.asp" 
A Guide to Muslim English 


Preparing for the School Year: 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/school/summer.asp" Last Days of Summer with Children!


 HYPERLINK "file:///\\\\Mujahid%20System\\Desktop%20Folder\\SV%20Site\\weddings\\mar.6adab.asp" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.soundvision.com/_img/bullet_bluestripe.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/development/fajr.asp" Fajr Tips: Getting Up For Fajr 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/edu.muspubl.asp" Muslim Schools Vs. Public Schools


 HYPERLINK "file:///\\\\Mujahid%20System\\Desktop%20Folder\\SV%20Site\\weddings\\mar.6adab.asp" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.soundvision.com/_img/bullet_bluestripe.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/school/savingtips.asp" 11 Tips: Saving On School Supplies


 HYPERLINK "file:///\\\\Mujahid%20System\\Desktop%20Folder\\SV%20Site\\weddings\\mar.6adab.asp" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.soundvision.com/_img/bullet_bluestripe.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.guide.asp" 6-Step Guide For Your Child's Public School Needs 

Tips for Muslim Students in Public Schools: 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.student.asp" 7 Tips for Muslim Students about Classroom 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.student.asp" Misinformation 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/edu.mybeliefs.asp" A 5th Grad Girl's Dawa Experience in School 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/edu.dawapublic.asp" Dawa in Public School: Some Guidelines 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.choicexp.asp" Recent Experience with Urban School Choice Plans 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.cie.asp" Council on Islamic Education: A Profile 

Religious Freedom in Public Schools: 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.guide.asp" 6 Steps to Get Religious Accomodation in the Public Schools 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.free.asp" Laws You Need to Know About 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.letter1.asp" A Sample Letter to the Teacher of your child for religious accomodation 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.letter2.asp" A sample Thank You Letter to teacher on Religious Accomodation 

Tips for Parents of Public Schools: 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.parent.asp" Raising Children in the Public Schools: What Parents Need to Know 
How to work with Public School Teachers 

 HYPERLINK "file:///\\\\Mujahid%20System\\Desktop%20Folder\\SV%20Site\\school\\pubschool\\edu.mostpublic.asp" 



Getting the Most Out of Public School Education 

 HYPERLINK "file:///\\\\Mujahid%20System\\Desktop%20Folder\\SV%20Site\\school\\%28Empty%20Reference%21%29" 







 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.involv.asp" Getting Involved in the Public System is a Religious Obligation! 
Monitoring Public School Education 







 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/pubschool/pub.misinfor.asp" How to Deal with Misinformation in Public School 
Muslim School Vs Public School 




Islamic Schools:
Use Your Tax Money for Muslim School 



Why Islamic Schools? Some Questions & Answers 

 HYPERLINK "file:///\\\\Mujahid%20System\\Desktop%20Folder\\SV%20Site\\school\\edu.muslimschool.asp" 



Muslim School Vs Public School 



Quranic Arabic Crisis in Muslim Schools 



Muslim Schools: A View From the Inside 

 HYPERLINK "file:///\\\\Mujahid%20System\\Desktop%20Folder\\SV%20Site\\school\\edu.finance.asp" 



Making the Financial Commitment to Educate Our Children 



Salient Features of a Muslim School 

 HYPERLINK "file:///\\\\Mujahid%20System\\Desktop%20Folder\\SV%20Site\\school\\edu.muslimschool.asp" 



Managing Inappropriate Behavior in the Classroom 



List of Muslim Schools in North America 




Sunday Islamic Schools: 
Why Send Your Child to a Weekend School 

 HYPERLINK "file:///\\\\Mujahid%20System\\Desktop%20Folder\\SV%20Site\\school\\edu.mostweekend.asp" 



Getting the Most Out of a Weekend School 



C

 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/education/weekendschool.asp" hallenges of


 Weekend Islamic Schools 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/about/IslamicLessonPlans.asp" Weekend School Lesson Plans 

Home Schooling:
Reasons and Resource 




Discussion Forums about School & Education: 
DISCUSS ISLAMIC SCHOOLS 



DISCUSS: TEACHER TO TEACHER



PARENT TO PARENT 


DISCUSS HOME SCHOOLING



 


DISCUSS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SEX EDUCATION 




Sex Education and Muslims: 
12 Tips for Parents



Talking to Your Kids About Sex



7 Tips on Talking to Kids



About Homosexuality



Book Review: Miracle of Life



State of Sex Education in Muslim Schools



Sex Education in Public Schools




Introducing Sound Vision 
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helping tomorrow's Muslims today! 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/about" About Us 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/about/volunteer.asp" Volunteer 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/about/FAQ.asp" FAQs 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/donation" Donate 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/about/boardofdirectors.asp" Board 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/about/CurrentProjects.asp" Current Projects 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/about/SpeakersBureau.asp" Speakers Bureau 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.soundvision.com/_img/bullet_bluestripe.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image77.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/survey" Survey 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/about/YourComments.asp" Your Comments 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/about/RadioIslam.asp" RadioIslam.com 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.soundvision.com/_img/bullet_bluestripe.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image80.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.soundvision.com/Info/about/WhatMasjidCanDo.asp" Islamic Center 
******* 
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