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	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CAIR Offers Reward for Info on Threats Targeting Jewish Community Centers Nationwide
[image: https://ci3.googleusercontent.com/proxy/dwn-YMWCPAVMuWC8gczTHd_IgJveSwZmf_rzwYUQ2S3nmX_LavMdFS6mNZO4rtPNVY-j4vcBLmH8ED0vo0MmKBl7q0jlawZSh8n_g-eIpvJRJkmxWa0uwJYaL4GDBPsHAXWt97sX4d-vNnfM6_tos9zz0PmjcXMzrfSxh69v-1ex=s0-d-e1-ft#http://mlsvc01-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/ad30190d001/f3d335ae-7d30-4a01-9134-1d37a5376e55.png?ver=1487637358000](WASHINGTON, D.C., 2/20/17) - The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), the nation's largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization, today offered a $5,000 reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the person or persons who threatened to bomb at least 10 Jewish community centers around the nation on the President's Day holiday.
CAIR said the threats targeted community centers in Birmingham, Cleveland, Chicago, St. Paul, Tampa, Albuquerque, Houston, Milwaukee, Nashville, and Buffalo. Today's threats were latest in a series of bomb threats targeting Jewish community centers nationwide in the last two months.
SEE: Series of Bomb Threats Targets Jewish Community Centers
"It is the duty of American Muslims to offer support to the Jewish community and any minority group targeted in the recent spike in hate crimes nationwide," said CAIR National Executive Director Nihad Awad. "We hope this reward will aid in the swift apprehension and prosecution of the perpetrators."
He noted the "tremendous level of support" offered to American Muslims by the Jewish community whenever Muslims have been targeted by hate in recent months.
Awad said CAIR has reported an unprecedented spike in hate rhetoric and bias-motivated incidents targeting American Muslims, Jews and other minorities since the election of President Trump.
CAIR and the American Muslim community have in the past expressed solidarity with Jewish, Christian, Native American, African-American, and Sikh communities in New Mexico, Florida, South Carolina, Maryland, Alabama, Massachusetts, South Dakota, Ohio, Texas, and other states following acts of hate, threats, violence, vandalism, arson, or bombings.
SEE: CAIR-MN Condemns Hate Vandalism Targeting Asian Family
CAIR-FL Expresses Solidarity with Jewish Community After Hate Vandalism
On Saturday, CAIR urged state and federal law enforcement authorities to investigate an alleged call to violence against American Muslims during a meeting of hate groups in North Carolina.
Video: FBI Probes North Carolina Threats to 'Kill' American Muslims (CAIR)
On Sunday, CAIR's Alabama chapter called for stepped-up police protection for the state's Muslim community following emailed threats received by the Birmingham Islamic Society and Huntsville Islamic Center.
Video: CAIR-Alabama Says Other Mosques May Have Received Threats
The Washington-based Muslim civil rights group is asking Muslim community members to report any bias incidents to police and to CAIR's Civil Rights Department at 202-742-6420 or by filing a report at: http://www.cair.com/civil-rights/report-an-incident/view/form.html

CAIR is America's largest Muslim civil liberties and advocacy organization. Its mission is to enhance the understanding of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil liberties, empower American Muslims, and build coalitions that promote justice and mutual understanding.
La misión de CAIR es mejorar la comprensión del Islam, fomentar el diálogo, proteger las libertades civiles, capacitar a los musulmanes estadounidenses, y construir coaliciones que promuevan la justicia y la comprensión mutua.
- END -
CONTACT: CAIR National Communications Director Ibrahim Hooper, 202-744-7726, ihooper@cair.com 
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	· Hadith of the Day: Keep Your Heart Free of Malice

Narrated by Anas ibn Malik - "(The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him,) said to me: 'My son, if you are in a position to pass your morning and evening keeping your heart free of malice against anyone, then act according to (this high ideal).' He then said: 'That is my Sunnah (example), and he who loves my Sunnah loves me.'" Al-Tirmidhi
· GOP-Led House Panel OKs Iowa Anti-Islam Bill
· Steve Bannon is Preparing President Donald Trump for a Christian Holy War

[image: https://ci3.googleusercontent.com/proxy/woLnsXdwodVNvMCzBcALE2dmdL9XRbY58sNdI2X4cMzVQ27nRC5oR3OIU9RwAcEc7ExECqTmXdliYuV4daS7RcpUCXVOlfUl-cCEJ07M3OSxNP47dMNy-sT6YxJaLsgTvJgv1YumZMIWA7PjwZyQXEQBpe_lRjbeEUsfGwBg5hW5=s0-d-e1-ft#http://mlsvc01-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/ad30190d001/e22def74-93cf-4bd8-b03d-6620c3326387.png?ver=1487625798000]Islam is a religion that Bannon believes needs to be suppressed. He told that audience in the Vatican: "If you look back at the long history of the Judeo-Christian West's struggle against Islam, I believe that our forefathers kept their stance, and I think they did the right thing. I think they kept it out of the world."

Bannon's words should be seen in the light of every executive order currently signed, or before, Trump. The Muslim ban. The proposed ban on the Muslim Brotherhood. The removal of white nationalists from the counter-extremism programme, to instead focus solely on Islam. And that's just in the first few weeks of office, all making for an Islamophobic perfect storm which will have disastrous consequences for the American Muslim community.
· CAIR: Stephen Bannon's Breitbart is 'a White Supremacist, Anti-Islam Hate Site' (Washington Post)

"We don't regard Breitbart as a legitimate news organization in any sense. They're a white supremacist, anti-Islam hate site," Ibrahim Hooper, a spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, a D.C.-based Muslim advocacy group, said in an interview.
· Talk of Terror Listing for Muslim Brotherhood Alarms Some Arab Allies (NY Times)
· Trump's Revised Travel Ban Still Looks A Lot Like a Muslim Ban


· CAIR: Ways to Resist Trump in NYC This Week - NY Indivisible Town Hall
· Video: CAIR-Alabama Says Other Mosques May Have Received Threats
· [image: https://ci4.googleusercontent.com/proxy/jWWKa7-U8L-DCE4NTkKhKaTLifAdTkGKd2KmgTFsz-j-wYY0aE8sNCc2-H1Puv2v8E7e58ZxVjNz-3Oj9IetyxJFzjt0U-7BjL-tg5f6_G53i86VFLRE5lXOe_bdDyqSQ1ObkdbsBes0ZNCaLb9vOvAFdrANePLW0-QOZL097GEm=s0-d-e1-ft#http://mlsvc01-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/ad30190d001/5b8b179b-65b3-4e3c-876f-4494dfdceab2.png?ver=1487625778000]CAIR: In Face of Threats, Alabama Muslims Receive Support, Welcome Visitors'

The UAB Muslim Student Association will host a panel discussion of feminism in Islam, led by three women (doctoral students Hala Sabatto and Shima Dowla, and CAIR-AL Outreach Ream Shoreibah), tonight at 7 p.m. at the Resident Life Center of Blazer Hall.
· CAIR: Muslim Group Asks for Federal Investigation of Death Threats in North Carolina 
· CAIR-FL: Immigration Bans to Be Topic at Tampa Panel Discussion
· CAIR-SFBA: SF Day of Remembrance Marks 75th Anniversary of Internment Order
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